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Unit 1 

 
Little by Little Does the Trick 

 

Build Background p.6 

1. 
Q What is the ant doing?  

A It is carrying a leaf. 

2. 
Q Is this an easy job for the ant? 

A It seems hard for the ant. The leaf is much bigger than the ant.  

3. 
Q What do you do when you face a challenge? 

A I try to do my best and not give up. 

 

 p.7 

B. 

1. pebble 2. ignore 3. meadow 4. poke 

5. reflection 6. deserve 7. thirst 8. pitcher 
 

C.  

1. through 2. of 3. into 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Answer Key  
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 p.10 

A.  

1. b 2. c 3. c 4. a 5. b 

 
B.  

1. True 2. Not Given 3. False 

 
C.  

1.  He put the pitcher out to collect any drops of rain that might drip through the roof. 

2.  She realized that the water level was too low for her beak to reach. 
 

 

 p.11 

 

The 
crow  

• She flew back to the pitcher and dropped the pebble into the water.  
• She saw another pebble nearby.  
• She did this over and over again.  

The 
pitcher  

• Another pebble fell into the pitcher, too.  
• The water level began to rise. 

 

 
used her beak to pick up the pebble and dropped the pebble into the water,  
The water level began to rise 

 

 

 p.12 

Problem The water level was too low for the crow’s beak to reach. 

Solutuon 

The crow used her beak to pick up the pebble and dropped it into the water. She 
did this over and over again. The water level began to rise and she was able to 
drink the cool water. 

 
 

  p.13 

water pitcher, very thirsty, too low, dropped it, to rise, deserved the water  
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A.  

1. meadow 2. pebbles 3. poked 4. deserves 

 
B.  

1. paid no attention to 2. image 3. jug 
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Unit 2 

 
The Dragon Problem 

 

Build Background p.14 

1. 
Q What are the boy and the girl doing? 

A They are making a robot. 

2. 
Q Where do they get their ideas? 

A They get their ideas from a book. They get their ideas from recyclable materials. 

3. 
Q Where do you get your ideas? 

A I usually get an idea from the Internet. 

  

 p.15 

B. 

1. victory 2. brainstorm 3. carve 4. swoop 

5. mutter 6. glare 7. choke 8. frantically 

 

C.  

1. in 2. of 3. away 
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A.  

1. c 2. c 3. b 4. a 5. b 

Answer Key  
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B.  

1. True 2. False 3. Not Given 

C.  

1.  He knew a lot about dragons because one lived nearby in a mountain cave. 

2.  The Emperor announced that the person who got rid of the dragon would marry Princess Peng. 

 

 p.19 

 

Prediction 1   

Prediction 2 √ 

Prediction 3  

 

 
(c) 

 

 p.20 

Event 1  Liang made a huge dragon’s head. 

Event 2 Liang put the huge dragon’s head near the cave and gave a loud roar. 

Event 3 The dragon saw the huge dragon’s head and flew away. 

Event 4 The villagers celebrated Liang’s victory, and Liang married the princess. 
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swooped down, got rid of, huge dragon’s head, dragon’s cave, glaring at, happily ever after 
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A.  

1. brainstorm 2. muttered 3. victory 4. swooped 

 
B.  

1. glaring 2. choked 3. frantically 
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Unit 3 

 
The Talent Show 

 

Build Background p.22 

1. 
Q What do you think the girl is whispering to the other girl?  

A She may be speaking ill of others. She may be telling her a secret. 

2. 
Q How would you feel if you were sitting near these two girls?  

A I would feel embarrassed and upset. 

3. 
Q Have you ever done something that hurt someone’s feelings? 

A Yes, I have. I told a lie that hurt my friend's feelings. Then I felt bad and apologized. 

 

 p.23 

B. 

1. juggle 2. interrupt 3. act 4. hesitate 

5. advise 6. solo 7. responsible 8. resentful 

 

C.  

1. up 2. up 3. for 
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A.  

1. a 2. c 3. a 4. b 5. c 

Answer Key  
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B.  

1. Not Given 2. False 3. True 

 
C.  

1.  Maura felt resentful that Tina decided everything. 

2.  She was glad that she listened to her grandma because she could stand up for herself and do 
her own act. 

 

 p.27 

 

Prediction 1 √  

Prediction 2 √ 

Prediction 3  
 

 
(a), (b) 

 

 p.28 

Problem Maura always does what Tina wants. 

Event Maura told Grandma about the talent show. 

Event Grandma advised Maura to tell Tina the truth. 

Solutuon Maura called Tina and told her that she wanted to do her juggling act. 
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an act together, decided everything, tell the truth, mad at her, solo act, was glad 
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A.  

1. hesitated 2. advised 3. solo 4. responsible 

 
B.  

1. performance 2. stopped 3. angry 
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Unit 4 

 
A World of Change 

 

Build Background p.30 

1. 
Q What is happening in the picture?  

A There is a fire in the forest. 

2. 
Q How do situations like these affect the people who live nearby? 

A People living nearby can lose their homes. They need to go to a safe place. 

3. 
Q What other things do people have to do during natural disasters? 

A People have to follow emergency plans and pay attention to the news. 

 

 p.31 

B. 

1. prevent 2. weathering 3. deposition 4. landslide 

5. eruption 6. emergency 7. unnoticed 8. unexpected 

 

C.  

1. as 2. away 3. to 
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A.  

1. c 2. b 3. a 4. b 5. b 

Answer Key  
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B.  

1. False 2. Not Given 3. True 

 
C.  

1.  Volcanic eruptions and landslides are two fast and powerful natural changes that affect the 
Earth’s surface. 

2.  They try to predict when fast natural changes might happen. 

 
 

 p.35 

 

 

 

1 carry dirt and rocks away 
2 reduces the amount of food people can produce 
3 planting bushes and trees 

 
 

 p.36 

Erosion Both Landslide 

• Strong natural forces, such 
as large rivers carry away dirt.  

• It makes the land area 
smaller and reduces the 
amount of food that people 
can produce. 

• Rocks and dirt are carried 
away. 

• Heavy rains wash away dirt 
on a mountain.  

• It destroys roads and 
buildings. 
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  p.37 

the Earth’s surface, slow natural changes, over many years, can be prevented, fast natural changes, 
can prepare  
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A.  

1. emergency 2. unnoticed 3. deposition 4. landslides 

 
B.  

1. unexpected 2. prevent 3. eruption 
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Unit 5 

 
The Big Race 

 

Build Background p.38 

1. 
Q Where can you see a ride like this?   

A I can see it in an amusement park. 

2. 
Q What is the name of this ride? How does it move? 

A It is called a roller coaster. It moves up and down and in circles. 

3. 
Q What other rides do you know? How do they move? 

A A merry-go-round goes round and round in a circle. 
 

 p.39 

B. 

1. force 2. distance 3. curve 4. compete 

5. zip 6. apply 7. accelerate 8. friction 

 

C.  

1. around 2. with 3. down 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Answer Key  
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 p.42 

A.  

1. b 2. b 3. c 4. a 5. c 

 
B.  

1. False 2. Not Given 3. True 

 
C.  

1.  They can give their car a big push to make it go faster. 

2.  They should slow down before they turn so that they don’t lose control. 

 

 

 

 p.43 

 

 

 

1 a push or a pull 
2 pushed against the wall 

3 go faster 
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 p.44 

Cause 
→ 

Effect 

Clara applies a big enough force on an 
object.  

The object moves. 

 

Cause 
→ 

Effect 

Clara bent her knee so that the skate’s 
stopper rubbed against the ground.  

She rolled toward the boys and stopped. 

 

  p.45 

build a fast car, science museum, used skating, make it accelerate, slow down, information helpful  
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A.  

1. curve 2. friction 3. zipped 4. competed 

 
B.  

1. sped up 2. space 3. power 
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Unit 6 

 
The Business of Helping Others 

 

Build Background p.46 

1. 
Q What is the man selling?  

A He is selling fruits and vegetables. 

2. 
Q Have you and your family ever bought something from a farmer? 

A Yes, we often visit a farm and buy some fruits and vegetables. 

3. 
Q 

What is the difference between buying food directly from a farmer and buying food in a 
supermarket? 

A 
Food bought directly from a farmer is cheaper and fresher than food from a 
supermarket. 

 

 p.47 

B. 

1. purchase 2. participate 3. poverty 4. run (a business) 

5. fund 6. handicrafts 7. charity 8. beneficial 

 

C.  

1. in 2. to 3. away 
 

 

Answer Key  
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 p.50 

A.  

1. c 2. a 3. b 4. b 5. a 

B.  

1. True 2. Not Given 3. False 

 
C.  

1.  TOMS is also giving glasses away. 

2.  A good business not only makes money but also helps people in need. 
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 p.51 

 

 

 

 

1 
treat farmers and workers in a fair way  
(buy things from farmers at a fair price and pay all workers equally) 

2 a coffee business and a business that sells handicrafts 

3 have money for basic needs and extra money to spend on schools and health 

 

 

 p.52 

Main Idea 
Hard Rock Cafe is a business 
that runs restaurants and also 
helps people through charity. 

Key Detail: The Hard Rock Heals Foundation raises funds by 
selling songs, concert tickets, and T-shirts. 

Key Detail: Famous musicians donate art to print on the T-
shirts. 

Key Detail: These sales make millions of dollars for charity. 
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help the community, participate in, sells shoes, runs restaurants, raises funds, good business  
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 p.53 

A.  

1. participate 2. charity 3. poverty 4. funds 

 
B.  

1. ran 2. purchased 3. beneficial 
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Unit 7 

 
Aesop: A Storyteller for All Time 

 

Build Background p.54 

1. 
Q What are the girls in the picture doing?  

A They are listening to a girl telling a story. 

2. 
Q Have you ever told a story to your friends? What was it about? 

A I told funny stories to my classmates. One was about a cat and a mouse. 

3. 
Q What lessons can you learn from a story? 

A Some stories help me learn to be honest and care for others. 

 

 p.55 

B. 

1. spread 2. encourage 3. appreciate 4. exist 

5. moral 6. entertain 7. wisdom 8. honest 
 

C.  

1. of 2. from 3. in 
 

  

  

 

Answer Key  
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 p.58 

A.  

1. a 2. c 3. c 4. b 5. a 

B.  

1. False 2. True 3. Not Given 

 
C.  

1.  People entertained themselves by telling stories and other friends would retell these stories. 

2.  Some experts think that he might not have created all of them and may have taken some 
stories from others and improved them. 

 

 p.59 

 

 

 
a slave, freed him, an adviser, his stories called “fables” 

 

 

 p.60 

Cause 
→ 

Effect 

A hare was too confident. He lost a race to a slow tortoise. 

 

Cause 
→ 

Effect 

A dog wants another bone and barks. 
As he barks, the bone falls from his mouth 
and he ends up with nothing. 

McG
raw

 H
ill



Copyright ©  McGraw-Hill Education. Permission is granted to reproduce for classroom use. 

 

  p.13 

for his fables, animal stories, kind and honest, all his creation, improved them, many languages 

 p.61 

A.  

1. spread 2. encourage 3. honest 4. exists 

 
B.  

1. thank 2. lesson 3. knowledge 
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Unit 8 

 
The Fisherman and the Kaha Bird 

 

Build Background p.62 

1. 
Q What is the frog doing?  

A It is playing basketball. 

2. 
Q If you wrote a story about this frog, what words would you use to describe it?  

A I would describe the frog as energetic and good at sports. 

3. 
Q What would the message of the story be? 

A It would be, “If you make every effort, you can do anything.” 

 

 p.63 

B. 

1. servant 2. appear 3. prepare 4. reward 

5. betray 6. startled 7. reliable 8. touched 
 

C.  

1. out 2. onto 3. in 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answer Key  
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 p.66 

A.  

1. b 2. c 3. a 4. b 5. a 

 
B.  

1. True 2. False 3. Not Given 

 
C.  

1.  The Kaha thought the fisherman worked hard, but received little in return. She wanted to help 
him. 

2.  The king offered fifty bags of gold for catching the Kaha and the fisherman’s greed was too 
strong. 

 

 p.67 

 

 

 

Answer 1 He worked very hard but only caught a few fish. 

Answer 2 The Kaha was a magical bird that helped poor and sick people. 

Answer 3 He couldn’t believe his luck.  
 

Your Question How did the Kaha help the fisherman? 

Your answer The Kaha brought him fish every day. 
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Theme: Do not be too greedy. 

Clue: The fisherman realized he should not 
have betrayed the Kaha. 

Clue: He hoped to see the bird, but the Kaha 
never appeared again. 

 

  p.69 

brought him fish, as a reward, got greedy, was touched, grabbed her, let go of 

 p.69 

A.  

1. appear 2. prepare 3. reliable 4. startled 

 
B.  

1. betrayed 2. servant 3. touched 
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Unit 9 

 
The Moonlight Concert Mystery 

 
Build Background p.70 

1. 
Q What is the toad wearing?  

A It is wearing a crown. 

2. 
Q What story does the toad remind you of? Does it have a happy ending? 

A It reminds me of the story, “The Princess and the Frog.” It has a happy ending. 

3. 
Q Who are the characters in your favorite animal stories? What do you like about them? 

A 
I like the ugly duckling. He gets bullied at first. But then he finally finds his place and 
becomes a beautiful swan. 

 
 

 p.71 

B. 

1. mumble 2. detective 3. steal 4. conclusion 

5. offer 6. cancel 7. evidence 8. miserable 
 

C.  

1. to 2. to 3. over 
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A.  

1. b 2. c 3. a 4. b 5. c 

 
B.  

1. False 2. Not Given 3. True 

Answer Key  

  

 

WonderSkills Reading Master 1 

McG
raw

 H
ill



Copyright ©  McGraw-Hill Education. Permission is granted to reproduce for classroom use. 

 
C.  

1.  They rushed into his office to tell him that the concert was canceled. 

2.  He heard a drum beat and his friends shouted “Surprise!” 

 

 p.75 

 

 

 

Answer 1 He planned to enjoy his birthday by going to the Moonlight Concert. 

Answer 2 They brought the news that the concert was canceled. 

Answer 3 He grabbed his notebook and rushed to the concert stage. 

 

Your Question Where did Tosh rush to? 

Your answer He rushed to the concert stage. 
 

 

 p.76 

Event 1 Tosh decided to go straight to Mermaid Cave to question all his friends.  

Event 2 As Tosh pulled back the seaweed curtain to the cave, he heard a drum beat. 

Event 3 
Suddenly, the lights came up and everyone shouted, “Surprise! Happy birthday, 
Tosh!” 

Event 4 Tosh thanked his friends for creating the mystery for him and enjoyed the 
wonderful surprise. 
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his birthday, was canceled, were stolen, more evidence, question his friends, enjoyed the mystery 
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A.  

1. conclusion 2. offered 3. miserable 4. detective 

 
B.  

1. take 2. muttered 3. facts 
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Unit 10 

 
Rescuing Our Reef 

 

Build Background p.78 

1. 
Q What is the clownfish doing?  

A It is taking a rest inside the anemone. 

2. 
Q What is the relationship between the clownfish and the anemone? 

A They live together and help each other. 

3. 
Q What are some other examples of relationships between animals? 

A Crocodiles and crocodile birds also help each other. 

 

 p.79 

B. 

1. photosynthesis 2. pollution 3. consumer 4. billions 

5. producer 6. food chain 7. bleach 8. extinct 

 

C.  

1. into 2. Without 3. to 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 p.82 

A.  

1. c 2. b 3. a 4. a 5. b 

Answer Key  
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B.  

1. True 2. Not Given 3. False 

 
C.  

1.  Algae make food for the coral and the coral gives the algae a home.  

2.  When coral reefs die, many plants and animals that depend on the reef for food and shelter 
could become extinct.  

 

 p.83 

 

 

 
both healthy and sick, an organization, rescue our reefs, coral reefs, the 
connection 

 

 p.84 

Main Idea 
Without algae, the coral starves 
and loses its color. 

Key Detail: Climate change and pollution break the 
connection between the coral and the algae. 

Key Detail: The algae stop making food, which causes the 
coral to get rid of them. 
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in the coral reef, depend on, make food, bleached white, people understand, are connected  
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 p.85 

A.  

1. billions 2. bleach 3. photosynthesis 4. extinct 

 
B.  

1. producer 2. pollution 3. consumers 
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Unit 11 

 
Animal Adaptations 

 

Build Background p.86 

1. 
Q What is the anteater doing?  

A It is eating ants from the ant nest. 

2. 
Q How does its long nose help it survive?  

A Its long nose helps it get inside the ant nest and eat the ants easily. 

3. 
Q What other animals have special characteristics to help them survive? 

A When lizards are in danger, they can break off their tails and regrow them. 

 

 p.87 

B. 

1. appetite 2. camouflage 3. predator 4. snout 

5. prey 6. avoid 7. nocturnal 8. horrible 

 

C.  

1. to 2. at 3. in 
 

  

 

 

 
 

 
 

Answer Key  
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A.  

1. b 2. c 3. c 4. c 5. a 

 
B.  

1. True 2. False 3. Not Given 

 
C.  

1.  They can get rid of a predator with a horrible-smelling spray that makes the predator lose its 
appetite and run away. 

2.  It makes them hard to spot and they can avoid predators. 

 

 p91 

 

 

 
the dry season, feet and snout, hold water, catch them 
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Main Idea 
Caribou have special ways to 
survive in the cold Arctic. 

Key Detail: To stay warm, caribou have two layers of fur and a 
thick layer of fat. 

Key Detail: The noses and mouths of caribou are covered with 
short hair. This hair warms the air before it enters their lungs. 

Key Detail: This hair also keeps them warm as they push aside 
snow to find food. 

 

  p.93 

different features, fur and fat, noses and mouths, use camouflage, hard to spot, dirt from holes 
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A.  

1. predators 2. appetite 3. nocturnal 4. prey 

 
B.  

1. unpleasant 2. noses 3. prevent 
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Unit 12 

 
Animals Show the Way 

 

Build Background p.94 

1. 
Q What do you see in the pictures?  

A I can see a beaver dam and a dam built by humans. 

2. 
Q What do the two pictures have in common? 

A They both show dams, which control the amount of water that flows through. 

3. 
Q What other animals have given people good ideas for inventions? 

A Birds’ feathers gave people a good idea to invent waterproof fabric. 
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B. 

1. wound 2. ripple 3. emerge 4. overlap 

5. remove 6. scales 7. elastic 8. sensitive 
 

C.  

1. for 2. to 3. into 
 

 

Answer Key  
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A.  

1. c 2. b 3. c 4. b 5. c 

 
B.  

1. False 2. Not Given 3. True 

 
C.  

1.  The animal kingdom is a great source of fantastic ideas for people to solve problems. 

2.  Their wings have scales that fit together and overlap. Small holes between the scales let light 
into the lower layer. This helps butterflies stay warm. 
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 p.99 

 

 

 

1. emerged from tunnels 

2. hardly made a ripple 
3 the perfect shape 

 

 

 p.100 

Cause 

→ 

Effect 

The wings of the butterflies have scales 
that fit together and overlap.  

Butterflies stay warm on cool days. 

Small holes between the scales let light 
into the lower layer. 

Scientists now think this design could work 
for solar panels. 
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design a new nose, noise problem, dive for fish, new medical tape, of their wings, new discoveries  

 

 p.101 

A.  

1. scales 2. wound 3. overlapped 4. sensitive 

 
B.  

1. removed 2. emerging 3. ripples 
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